lay
o

ut
Ly

U

OUT IN FRONT: Dave
McDonnell (11) celebrates
{ with goal scorer Robble
Ward after he fired
Sportslink into the lead

SPORTSLINK.......

STEPHEM WRIGHT roports
Pics by MICK D'NETLL

SPORTSLINK FC may have
dealt the final blow to VEC's
hopes of retaining their UCFL
Premier Division crown with
this vital victory in Terenure on

Saturday. :

Terry Donohoe's men from north of the
Lifley knew onlya win would do 1o ketp
the pressure on at the top — and they
missed a couple of good chances before
eventually emerging with full points.

Time and again acombination ol poor
{inishing and excellent goalkeeping by
YEC's Darmagh Mc(,'.mluyp‘iu:i threatened
o derall Sportlink’s own Tl aspira-
tlons, before two’ goals in quick succes-
sionat the start of the second halfswung
the game In their favour:

Sportslink had surrendered their posi-
tion at the summit of the Premier Division
to Orchard Celtic in recent weeks, and
could only watch in frustration as' the
Ballyfermot side went four poinis clear,
with two fnmcs in hand.

Ahome loss 1o Lower Crumlin and a'1-1
draw with Trinity Corinthians’ brought
their challenge to o temporary hall — Lut
Saturday’s win over the champlonsshould
restore some lost eonfidence golng into
their final three matches.

Clear

The victory was made all ihe more
important following the news that Celtie
had beaten Schalke Rovers 6-1 shorily
allerwards 16 remain four poimis clear at
the fop.

Champlons VEC had fallen behind to an
carly strike by Hobbie' Ward, bif equal-
{ged in fine style through Anthony Dinrie
on the hall hour — a goal of supreme skill
by the number 11.

But defeat leaves them trailing Orchard
Celtic by, 11 points; with'just five games
lift to try'io hang on to their title

Struggling with injuries in crucial posi-
tions, VEC started 1he game on'the Jack
foot as Sportslink Jooked for an” early
advantage. . .

Adrion Kearns, Robbie Ward ‘and Joo
Gartland created s good upﬁoriuniw for
the visitors, six minutes in, but Gartland
could only head Kearns' left-wing cross

wide.

Robbia Ward did much betier barely 60
secondslater, however,shootingSportsalink
in front with a .:r.rfer effart [rom the lefl
side of the box, low (o the far corner,
showing frrn: close contral and balance
as he cat in from the touchline,

On the quarter hour! the Impressive
number 10was ot It again thistime alm-
:.né: high having collécted a pass lrom
Edd{e Enright on the lell — but MeGinley
was alert enough'to push his shol away
superbly fora corner.

The hosts slowly began to ﬁum a foot-
hoid in the contesl, and Anthony Dunne
was now seelng much more of the ball in
attacking areas.
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FID"f FDH-M:IDH: Sportslink and (below) VEC before their game at the weekend

VEC title hopes end
in stunning 'link win
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He equalised for VEC on 30 minutes
following a good move between Sieco
Larieo and Hrian Ward — the number
11 cutiing in from thé left and curling
u wonderful  elfort| beyond William
Wylie and into the lar corner. :

Snortalink’s response was swift as
Rohbie Ward forced McGinley into'a

real double save a minufe later,

efore the number 10 headed wide
Tm Gartland's flick-on shorily after
that,

With the game more even now, VEC
created another chance when Anthony
Dinne again caused panic on theleit
——thig-time. crossing. low for the
onrushing  Cormac Jennings, who
could only fire wide:

Gather

Lanso then had o coupleof L
tunities for: the hosis towards
the end of the half, turning
frep of the Spocislink o
defence only. for
Wylle to gatherat
hisg ettt =
bitfore heads
ing ‘a Brian
Ward' corner
overthe lop.

Buy Bobbie Ward
had an even better
chanee [or the vis-
{tors right on hall
time, alter a’great
inferception. and
through-ball by
Kelth McDonne
= bt he :H? -

o clever  eliori:
over - MeGinley,

EYE ON THE BALL:
Dave McDonnell in
~|the thick of it during
_|the weekend clash

and also over tha bar,

The second half was 14 minutes old
whitn | Keith MecDannell © reatored
Sportslink's Jead [rom the spot, alter
Robbie Ward was tripped —belore a
freak joal'just two minuoteslater gave
VEC amouniain to climb

Right-back Joe' Demnpsey made. a

great run forward, and attempted to-

fire in @ erose 1o 1he ot but hismis-
hit offort deceived MeGinley as-it
arrowed into the net abthe pear poat.

Ata-1 down, the stgns weren'l gootl
{or VEC, but they stillhad chances to
eatrinto that lead when 'n'-'{ll;- Eaved
twice: from substitute’ Stephen Hialy

—- hefore the Joas was contirmed late

on when Sportslink grabbed a
gy fourth,

Hearns lead a luelrr-:h brcaka-< :. =

way following a VEC altsck,
f linked up with Robbje Ward.
Hefore finally. shooling past
MeGinley from 10 yards.
VEC: Derragh Melnley. Aory DTy
Jobe Do, Peter Mortisey,
Kavaraghy Saphin W =
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CONTROL: Joe Gartland of
Sportslink dodges a tackle
during a marauding run

- PICTURED during 1

(IFA) Thomas Gallag
Alan O'Farrell (St Anne
John Coughlan (IFA), B
(MMI), John Mullen (Sa
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UMI CUP SEMI-FINALS
1-0' Sandiord

1. Shield - 10 Mina.
EW. ET. & Penaities, I

Hecassary
ﬁ-rmm 207 Abpsbery
Sandyiord 1+0 Braynl2nds
S Mny's FO.2-30 Srand Lad

DIVISION 2
Cuita 4

Divislon 2 Section

2 = 0 Clorkar A
. Shisld - Section B
{Points Basls - No ET}
253" Hasdng FO.
DIVISION 2A
Brookfeld 4-2°8
Division 2a. Shield - 10 Mins
EW. ET. & Pens, ) Heces
Gla Oals’ FC. 311 Terernee | 51
3-2"Qraysionda
=208 ik

Ambay Cemc
Divislon 2

&3

Bemba Cile3-0'Granada
Ashiodd Casic B-4 Tarenure
Sheewirs . 1-5Lﬂ,h1nguo=

eague
Sehalos. 2ncs u-i Geart Cey
Diviskon & (Shiedd) 10 Mins,
EMW. ET. & Penalties, I

Necossary.
Rursms Fovers (B-1 81 Mary's
Dalymoint =3 Clordart AXt
DIVISION A

1 Ashbourne 5t
Swedast \Rd
Hoddleboard
Larkviaw
Chapelizo!

Lazre FG -
Glasradin .
Grbavercr .
Moorfekd FC. 1-
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